
 

August 21st, 2015 

Location:  Sliperiet, Umeå University 

Co-Chairs: Lena Gustafsson, UArctic Rectors’ Forum 2015 Chair, Vice-Chancellor, Umeå 

University, Sweden; Lars Kullerud, President, UArctic 

Secretary:  Outi Snellman, Vice-President Organization, UArctic International Secretariat 

The main conclusions of the presentations and discussion on the Charter is that it is generally 

sufficient in its current form as the foundation for broad cooperation in UArctic, but does not 

have specific provisions that would allow it to serve as a multilateral agreement on 

international staff and student mobility. 

Because such agreements need to vary considerably by institution, and by partner institution, 

an outline template to serve as an addendum to bilateral exchange agreements was suggested 

as a better approach. 

In any case, the Charter was not seen by participants as the main barrier to staff and student 

exchange in UArctic. Many pointed out that the student exchange numbers reported (only 

those receiving mobility grants under the north2north scheme) do not come close to reflecting 

the overall level of mobility between members of the UArctic network. Also more could be 

done to promote study opportunities, open up options for shorter exchange periods and 

reduce technical barriers in the application process 

Based on discussions, there was a consensus not to change the Charter text, but rather to ask 

UArctic leadership to develop an addendum template that could be used by members of 

UArctic as part of bilateral mobility agreements. This template would make reference to the 

Charter and the goals and values of UArctic, possibly including examples of best practices in 

bilateral exchange. The participants also encouraged UArctic to generate a more 

comprehensive data on mobility among its members. 

Welcome / Greetings  

Document: UArctic Rectors’ Forum-Terms of Reference 

a. Clarification of voting rights 

b. Agenda approved 

Document: RF2014_Akureyri Business Meeting Draft Minutes 

No objections. The rectors approved the minutes unanimously. 

http://www.uarctic.org/media/1212510/uarcticrectorsforumtormay2014-amended.pdf
http://www.uarctic.org/media/1222819/rf2014akureyri-businessmeeting-draft-minutes.pdf
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Session chair Outi Snellman, Vice-President Organization, UArctic 

Conclusions from the earlier open discussion in this meeting on the Charter and its suitability 

as a multilateral mobility agreement were presented to the rectors, in case changes to the 

Charter were required. Based on the discussions, no changes to the Charter were deemed 

necessary. See the conclusions of the discussion above. 

The rectors encouraged UArctic management to take action of the received feedback made 

during the session, and come up with means of implementing the recommendations. 

The rectors approved this decision unanimously, with Harry Kowal (Royal Military College 

of Canada) abstaining. 

Document: Draft Rectors’ Forum Declaration 2015 

It is customary for the participants of each Rectors’ Forum to endorse a common Declaration, 

bringing forward common views on higher education and science cooperation in the North, 

and highlighting major issues that they have discussed. 

Following a review of the changes made to better reflect the discussions in previous sessions, 

including removing a recommendation to modify the Charter, the rectors supported in 

principle the content of the Declaration with a final draft to be circulated and approved within 

two weeks. 

The rectors approved unanimously. Harry Kowal (Royal Military College of Canada) 

abstaining. 

At the 2014 Rectors’ Forum in Akureyri, the organization of the UArctic Congress 2016 in 

Saint Petersburg, a joint meeting of UArctic’s rectors, Council, Board and Thematic 

Networks, was approved. On behalf of the host organizations and local Planning Committee, 

Sergey Aplonov (Saint Petersburg State University) presented the plans, preliminary schedule 

and thematic focus of the UArctic Congress 2016.  

The proposed dates of the meeting were proposed as the week starting September 12, 2016 

with the possibility of including either weekend. These dates were approved by the rectors 

The Program Committee will decide on the program, theme and title of the scientific 

conference.  As the arrangement of the UArctic Congress 2016 was decided in an earlier 

meeting, only dates were concluded in this meeting, with other information presented for 

information. 

 

The Rectors’ Forum International Planning Committee plans the agenda for the business 

meeting in cooperation with the host institution, approves anything that needs to go forward 

to the business meeting. The committee chair is normally chosen from the host institution. 

mailto:secretariat@uarctic.org
http://www.uarctic.org/
http://www.uarctic.org/media/1261877/rectorsforumdeclaration2015-final.pdf
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The Chair will be a selected by the next host institution, namely St. Petersburg University. St. 

Petersburg University will notify their choice of Chair. 

Igor Osipov (FEFU), Marina Kalinina (NArFU), Kalervo Väänänen (Turku), Anne 

Johannessen (UiB) were approved by the rectors as members of the International Planning 

Committee. 

Outi Snellman, Vice-President Organization, UArctic 

The UArctic Rectors’ Forum in normally held annually, and regularly rotates regionally 

around the network membership. As the UArctic Congress 2016 in Saint Petersburg will 

include the next Rectors’ Forum, proposals were solicited by the UArctic leadership to host 

the 2017 event. 

Proposals were submitted from the universities of Aberdeen (absent), Bergen, Oulu (absent, 

presented by the University of Lapland), Nordland (absent), and Turku. 

Presentations from: 

• University of Bergen (Anne Christine Johannessen) 

• University of Oulu (Mauri Ylä-Kotola, University of Lapland) 

• University of Turku (Kalervo Väänänen)  

The University of Aberdeen was selected by closed ballot as the host of the 2017 UArctic 

Rectors’ Forum. 

Document: UArctic Charter 

A presentation on the Charter, its history and content was given by Lars Kullerud, UArctic 

President. The UArctic Charter is a common statement of principles and values, endorsed by 

the leaders of UArctic’s higher education institution members. New members to UArctic are 

invited to sign the UArctic Charter at each Rectors’ Forum, or can submit their signature at a 

later date. 

On behalf of their respective institutions, the delegate from Royal Road University signed the 

UArctic charter. Representatives from the Royal Military College of Canada, Far Eastern 

Federal University and Russian State Hydrometereological agreed to take a copy of the 

UArctic Charter to their home institution for review and signing. 

The Declaration was approved in principle above under item 4. 

No other business. 

The chairs formally closed the business meeting and thanked Umeå University as hosts of the 

meeting. 

mailto:secretariat@uarctic.org
http://www.uarctic.org/
http://www.uarctic.org/media/959447/uarctic-chartersignatures-to-september-2014.pdf

