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CHALLENGES OF ARCTIC RESEARCH 
 

The University of the Arctic (UArctic) is a cooperative network of universities, colleges, research 

institutes and other organizations concerned with education and research in and about the 

North. 

  

UArctic builds and strengthens collective resources and collaborative infrastructure that enables 

member institutions to better serve their constituents and their regions. Through cooperation in 

education, research and outreach we enhance human capacity in the North, promote viable 

communities and sustainable economies, and forge global partnerships. 

 

In a time of growing global recognition of the importance of the Arctic, it is crucial to enhance 

sustainable development of the Arctic. It is no less crucial to maintain the region as an arena of 

cooperation, not confrontation. The role of universities and research centres is growing in both 

respects: research and student exchange is the backbone of Arctic cooperation; research is 

also the foundation for sustainable development. 

 

UArctic network members include the key participants in Arctic research. The network maintains 

the foremost inventory of Arctic research and expertise; its member universities are involved in 

addressing critical Arctic research issues. It is important that this research and expertise informs 

decision-making by international stakeholders.  

 

As leaders of higher education institutions, we, the delegates of the 9th UArctic Rectors’ Forum  

assembled in Umeå, Sweden from the 19th to 21st August 2015, declare the following: 

 We urge the Arctic Council states and other states to make use of the research capacity 

and shared infrastructure that exists in the member universities of UArctic to address 

relevant research needs in the Arctic.   

 We welcome a UArctic inventory of Arctic research capacity and encourage our 

institutions to contribute to its development and ask national bodies to support the 

development. 

 We believe that Arctic research should be organized to support the needs of northerners 

to increase adaptive capacity and to ensure healthy and sustainable communities in a 

rapidly changing North. 

 We support the work of the Arctic Council's Task Force for Enhancing Scientific 

Cooperation and look forward to a binding agreement on Arctic research cooperation 



that includes the voices of northern researchers. We request that Arctic Council member 

states involve higher education institutions in the operationalization of a binding 

agreement, using UArctic as a natural network. 

 We welcome the better engagement of ministries of education and research in the 

development of circumpolar cooperation. 

 We recognize the value of national and international Arctic strategies and Arctic 

research strategies, and encourage all members to work with their respective 

governments to ensure UArctic members are leading influencers and implementers of 

these policies. 

 We welcome the contribution of non-Arctic nations to Arctic scientific cooperation, and 

encourage them to set out their goals and principles in strategies similar to those taken 

by the Arctic states and the European Union. 

 We urge UArctic Thematic Networks to focus on educational and research programs that 

identify and respond to the strategic needs of the Arctic states. 

 We will join forces in UArctic to merge academic research and traditional and local 

knowledge through collaboration with northern communities. 

 We shall work to ensure that northerners and northern communities have an active role 

in setting priorities for national and international Arctic research agendas, so that these 

are responsive to northerners’ needs and sensitive to their traditions and cultures. 

 We encourage continued efforts to improve interdisciplinary Arctic research and cross-

sectoral approaches. 

 We support the implementation of UArctic’s research strategy, as set out in the UArctic 

Strategic Plan 2020. 

 We welcome UArctic’s work with the International Arctic Science Committee (IASC), 

International Arctic Social Sciences Association (IASSA) and other partners to build 

strong northern-relevant and collaborative research capacity in the North. 

● We recognize the key role that student and staff mobility plays in forging greater 

cooperation in science and higher education, and pledge to facilitate increased 

exchange among our institutions, to document ongoing exchanges across the UArctic 

network, and call for additional mobility support from our governments. 

● We welcome the contributions of the Students’ Forum participants, and are very pleased 

with the recommendations they made, including the idea of an Arctic researcher visa. 


