
 

 
UArctic Student’s Forum Declaration 2015 

 
Umeå, Sweden, 21 August 2015 

 
“The Challenges of Arctic Research” 

 
On behalf of the UArctic Students Forum we are grateful to the UArctic Rectors 
Forum for giving us an opportunity to express our recommendations in shared 
voices. 
The main challenges of Arctic research we see in finding possible ways for 
better International collaboration in Research and Education and propose the 
next four steps of getting it.  
 

1. Agreement. 
During three days we have discussed and collaborated on a proposal that is in 
conjunction with the main topic of The Rector’s Forum and particularly possible 
ways for more trust and close collaboration of Arctic States and interested non-
Arctic members. As the Arctic area with its huge resources becomes rapidly an 
area of Global interest, we as students from different parts of the World would 
like to recommend creating an Agreement for the Arctic International 
Research and Education.  
 
“In my home university (Hokkaido) there are not so many people who study 
the Arctic, but we have research and technology that have common points with 
Arctic research, and that can be useful in the Arctic context. The possibility of 
working together with fellow students in a multidisciplinary project will be a 
great opportunity to promote understanding between student and researchers 
from Arctic and Non-arctic Universities. The UArctic symposium will be a an 
opportunity for Non-Arctic students to get first hand knowledge about Arctic 
area, and first hand experience of what the Arctic is”. 

- Mitsuki Ando, University of Hokkaido, Japan. 
 

2. Freedom of movement. 
We, the students, propose measures that can facilitate regional integration 
within the Arctic and further integration of non-Arctic members. 
• Facilitation of streamlined cross-bordering process, including issuing 

specific ”Arctic research Visa” for students travelling in scope of joint 
educational and research programs 
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• Establishment and promotion of more international internship programs 
based on learning by practice: This includes Arctic internships and exchange 
based on practical experience of the Arctic 

• Establishment and effective management of travel funding pool for student 
participation in UArctic events, maintained equally by member institutions 
and operated by UArctic, for more fair participation in funding of related 
student mobility. 

 
3. Symposium. Multidisciplinarity. 

In light of one of the main topics raised during The Rector’s Forum; How to 
make Arctic research more multidisciplinary? We propose the expansion of 
UArctic student’s forum to become a multidisciplinary annual symposium, with 
the goal of proposing a multidisciplinary research programme on Arctic issues. 
• We want to expand the student forum to include a multidisciplinary 

student symposium that will have the goal of coming up with a 
multidisciplinary Arctic research project 

• Three days of workshops, networking, and academic exchange between 
students 

• The symposium is for students by students  -  We school each other 
• A platform for academic interaction between students at different 

academic levels (undergraduates, post-graduates, PhD) 
• It will include Multidisciplinary Workshops; Students from different 

backgrounds cooperate on relevant Arctic research topics 
• Academic learning by doing – The more seasoned students (PhD, post-grad- 

can provide a great window to academia to under graduate students). Low 
entry point for undergraduate students to learn about what research 
entails 

• Phd. students can present their work to fellow students 
• Undergrads can present fresh perspective 
• Introduce multidisciplinary research/projects at an early stage in student’s 

academic career 
• Incentive for UArctic member institutions to propose students 
• Getting an understanding of the global importance of the Arctic and why 

research in this area is important 
• We want to provide an arena for Academic interaction between students 

from different regions that will give the participants a more comprehensive 
view on Arctic research at different levels. 

 
4. Promotion. 

Marketing the possibilities UArctic can offer to students and researchers. 
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• Marketing brochures, in several languages. 
• The promotion among the graduate/undergraduate students through 

making a unified sample of information brochure 
• Expanding the student ambassador program, to include at least all the 

permanent members of the Arctic council 
• Make the UArctic more accessible also for under-graduate students > More 

visibility on campuses. 
• Promotion of multidisciplinary projects (studies) 
• Promote the convenient access to existing scientific databases related to 

Arctic studies, accumulate a number of databases for Arctic researchers of 
member institutions regardless of their nationality 

• Priority in promotion of research projects should be given to those of 
multidisciplinary nature 

• Promote the study of multidisciplinary project creation and management  
• Make it possible for individual researchers to become affiliated to the 

UArctic. 
 
We agree with the President of UArctic Lars Kullerud, who said¹: “We must 
continue to make the Arctic a zone of Peace” and UArctic Vice-President 
Marina Kalinina¹: “Joint efforts are the key condition for future Arctic 
development” and our strive will follow in this direction. 
 
 
UArctic Student’s Forum 2015 Participants: 
 
Andrey K. Baenkhaev, Far Eastern Federal University, Russia 
Glenn Westermann, University of Nordland, Norway 
Hilma Salonen, Aleksanteri Institute, Finland 
Johan Junkka, Umea University, Sweden 
Ingrid Agnete Medby, Durham University, United Kingdom 
Kristina Belancic, Umea University, Sweden 
Merville-Destin Mouho, University of Tromso, Norway 
Mitsuki Ando, Hokkaido University, Japan 
Rustambek M. Nurimbetov, Far Eastern Federal University, Russia 
Siiri Nousiainen, University of Oulu, Finland 
Tuomas Kiiski, University of Turku, Finland 
 
 
 
¹The UArctic Magazine Shared Voices, 2015 
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